
Cardboard Tube Relief Sculpture

Instruction Packet



You will need ONE paper towel 
cardboard tube or TWO toilet 
paper cardboard tubes.

Flatten the tube(s) gently 
and use a roll of tape to 
attach it to a piece of lined 
paper.

Using a ruler and a pencil, 
extend the lines from the paper 
onto the flattened tube(s) all 
the way down. It is very 
important to draw evenly 
spaced, neat lines!
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This is what your tube(s) 
should like like when you’re 
done marking them.

Now, VERY CAREFULLY, cut 
along the lines to create your 
individual pieces.



PAGE 3Bend or cut your pieces to create a variety of shapes!

One piece cut into 
two small “V’s”

“The Almond”
This is how your 
pieces will look after 
cutting the tube up.

“Double Leaf” shape, 
bend an “Almond” in half!

“Almond” cut and curled

Double Leaf in an Almond!

“The Square” The “W”

             What other shapes can you think of?



Connect the corners of a cardboard square 
lightly with pencil to create centered 
guidelines for arranging your sculpture.
REMOTE STUDENTS: Create a cardboard 
panel out of a cereal or cracker box, 
brown side up! You can also use a 
Shoebox lid.

Arrange, BUT DO NOT GLUE, your cardboard 
slices to create an interesting design. You may 
use radial symmetry, but it is not required. 
NOTE how I am using the pencil guides to 
center my design.

PAGE 4



When you are happy with your 
design, glue each piece in place, 
dipping the bottom edge of each slice 
in white glue.
REMOTE STUDENTS: Spread Elmer’s 
white glue on a paper plate for best 
results. If you don’t have Elmer’s, use 
your glue stick or hot glue.

TIP: It is helpful to leave your 
pieces in place and only dip 
and attach ONE piece at a 
time!

Finished and 
ready to dry!
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Cover your sculpture design with a sheet of paper and place a 
book on top to help everything dry flat!!!
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HYBRID STUDENTS: We will spray paint our sculptures and use a single color of paint pen to 
add embellishments.

REMOTE STUDENTS: You may paint your sculptures IF you have spray paint, (Optional). You 
will do your embellishments with a thick Sharpie or Marker.
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PROJECT GOALS:

● Cardboard tubes are measured, marked and cut accurately.
● You used a minimum of 15 slices to create your sculpture.
● You creatively altered the shapes of your slices to create variety.
● Your sculpture is neatly glued on your base in a pleasing, 

organized design.
● You used a single color of marker, sharpie or paint pen to create 

designs that enhance existing shapes and patterns in your 
sculpture.

● Your took a quality photo and cropped and edited it as needed 
before submitting it in Blackboard.
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